150                    RELIGIOUS COUB.TSHIF.
Intimately well, and have had a great deal of religious conversation with him, upon the occasion I shall tell you of.
He courted a young lady, says the doctor, but whether she lived in our county, or city, or where, he is perfectly mute, only that he often tells her Christian name; and, seeing he seems resolved to conceal her person, nobody will be so rude to press him on that head.
The gentleman, says the doctor, is of a very good family, has a noble estate, a comely person, and a complete courtly education, and, till this happened, was almost always at London.
His mistress must be little less than an angel in human shape, by his description, but that we give no heed to ; for, madam, says the old doctor, you know, men in love give themselves a liberty that way ; but, however, after all things were agreed, and the writings drawing, it seems, she threw him off entirely, and refused him merely because she found he was a man of no religion.
Says the eldest sister, How could she know that, sir? he was not so foolish to tell her so himself, I suppose.
Yes, says the doctor, he did. Why then, says the sister, I suppose he was very indifferent whether he had her or no. Indeed, says the doctor, one would think so, and I said so to him; but he told me that it was so far from that, that he had taken up his resolution never to have any other woman, if she were the richest, best, and most beautiful creature alive.
Then perhaps the lady has a superior fortune to him, besides her other qualifications, says the sister. No, just the contrary, says the doctor. But, madam? says he, I'll tell you the history of this gentleman, if it is not too long for you; 'tis a story cannot be un-